
Final Project
Linguistics 155AC, Summer 2020

June 2, 2020

1 Description

The final project asks you to reflect upon the experiences of a particular family (or family-like social
unit) and tie concepts discussed in class to first-hand accounts of how language and its interactions with
social factors (such as race(ism)/ethnicity, class, gender, Queerness, or regional identities) have impacted
that family over time. You may choose to report on your own family/chosen family, or another family or
similarly organized social unit that you choose for the project. The family can be in/from the US, or from
elsewhere. You must include data collected through interviews with at least two individuals from different
generations within that family, as well as one “archival” primary source document relating a first-hand
account relevant for your analysis.

It is worth noting that this project may require difficult conversations and reflections; I am more than
happy to provide support as needed and to guide you as you collect data for the project.

Research projects can also be uncomfortable in that they ask us to approach the boundary of both our
own skills and what is “known” by the larger (academic) community. It is normal and expected for your
research plan and questions to change as you learn more about the topic, what sources are available, what’s
interesting to you, and all kinds of other things. Please be in touch with me about how I can help you
through this process!

Relatedly, while language is a major part of the class and should play a role in your final project, language
might not be the most central aspect of your project. That being said, please provide a sketch of a
“linguistic biography” for at least one person in the family. (That is, what languages did they grow up
speaking or hearing? What was the linguistic makeup of the community they lived in? What was their
relationship to languages they did or didn’t speak?)

1.1 Formatting

• 6-8 pages, double space (roughly 1500-2000 words)

• Times New Roman (or similar), 12pt

• 1 inch margins

• All sources cited according to any major style guide of your choice (e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago).
Any style is fine, but please cite everything you use and try to be consistent in format!

2 Due dates & Milestones

Milestone Due

Project proposal Brief description of the family(-like) unit you’ll be working with June 9
Interview guide List of questions and plan for your interviews June 16
Source check-in Brief write-up of the sources and how they’ll be used in your paper June 23
Final paper Your finished project! July 1

The same guidelines outlined in the main course syllabus regarding due dates and resubmission apply to
the final project and milestones, with a hard deadline for all work on July 3.



3 Learning objectives & Rubric

A successful final project demonstrates achievement of each of the following learning objectives:

1. Report on interviews that you conducted

2. Report on another primary source (“archival source;” not an interview you conducted)

3. Incorporate themes from course material using a secondary source (e.g., a reading from class) in
analysis of primary sources (interviews and archival source)

4. Describe changes over time related to the family unit you describe

5. Cite sources used such that a reader could find your sources and others are credited for their ideas
or work

6. Follow formatting guidelines

7. Express ideas clearly and follow a basic narrative structure; connect ideas to each other

8. Reflect on your position and relationship with the themes and sources you use; think critically about
your own experiences

Your demonstration of each objective will be assigned a letter grade following the same guidelines as for
the lecture learning objectives.

All work regarding the final project is worth a total of 40 points. These points will be spread equally across
all learning objectives for the final project. That is, each milestone will have some number of objectives;
the total for all objectives across all milestones, plus the 8 objectives outlined above, will equal 40% of
your final grade.

If you believe that an objective is not feasible for you or puts you at risk, please talk to me about it.
We can work together to identify an alternative way for you to demonstrate achievement of all learning
objectives.

4 Resources & tips

• Check in if anything is unclear or you feel stuck!!

• This project can be completed successfully with any family! Monolingual families, families that
didn’t move around, families with few living relatives, multilingual families, geographically disperse
families, families that have been typically on either side of oppression or discrimination. . .

• Use the list of archives from Week 1 slides!

• Start your searches with Google Scholar, not with Google! scholar.google.com

• Use the Purdue OWL: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html

– Help citing in multiple styles

– Tips for doing research with both primary and secondary materials

• Tips for citing archival materials: https://libanswers.usc.edu/faq/90617

• Discussion of primary and seondary sources:
https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/primarysourceresearch101

https://libguides.ithaca.edu/research101/primary,

• Don’t be afraid to follow the data and your interests!
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Final Project Milestone 1: Project Proposal
Linguistics 155AC, Summer 2020

June 2, 2020

1 Description

Provide a sketch of your plans for the final project. This a snapshot of what you’re thinking to do right
now, not a binding document! You should identify the family or family-like unit you plan to research,
along with a specific research question relating to language themes from the course. You should project
the sources you plan to use and how they relate to your question—it is absolutely fine if these end up
changing!

The purpose of this milestone is to get you to start thinking and developing a plan, and for us to check in
that your plan is feasible and meets the requirements for the final project.

This milestone is due June 9, and should be roughly 250-500 words (about 1 or 2 double spaced pages).

2 Learning objectives

1. Identify a question that can be answered using your interviews and archival sources

2. Explain how you will use sources to answer these questions

3. Explain how this question relates to the topic of or themes from the course

As a reminder, demonstration of achievement of these objectives will be assigned a letter grade according
to the same specifications as for lecture.

3 Tips & resources

3.1 For research proposals and research questions in general

• Follow your thoughts “all the way through.” It’s generally better to write for someone with a general
background than an expert!

• Clearly define any terms that may be jargon or super specialized.

• Explain what we stand to gain by answering the research question you propose. What new light does
this shed?

• It’s okay not to know how this will turn out. In fact, it’s impossible to know. If you knew, you
wouldn’t need to do the research! This is not a binding document, just a plan, a starting point, and
a snapshot of what you’re thinking right now.

• The Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarships has great resources! The advice here is
generally geared toward a larger scale, such as applying for grants for senior theses, so not all of it
will apply. https://research.berkeley.edu/writing-research-proposals

3.2 Guiding questions for this assignment

You are not required to answer these questions in your proposal (though the answers to these questions
may be reflected in your proposal)! Rather, these are questions for you to reflect or free write on if you’re
feeling stuck!

https://research.berkeley.edu/writing-research-proposals


• What is something I’ve always wanted to know about my family or another group?

• What places have the family I choose lived? What are those places like?

• What do I have the emotional energy to do this summer?

• What research skills do I already have that I could put to use, and what would I like to strengthen
or practice?

• Who would I like to give a voice to with this work?

• What kind of stories does a member of the family always tell?

• What is something I’ve noticed about the family but never really understood?

3.3 Examples of research questions

You’ll notice that my personal examples don’t involve anyone from my mother’s side of the family. This is
because it would not feel worth my emotional energy to talk to those people right now.

• What are different locations in the US South like for Cubans and Cuban Americans? How does the
size of the city affect the experience?
Sources: Interview my grandmother about language use and language discrimination in Miami,
Arkansas, and Texas. Interview my father about living in different Texas cities: Silsbee (current
population: 6,651), Beaumont (118,428), and Houston (2.36 million). Look for population numbers
for these different Southern cities over time, ideally disaggregated by ethnicity. Reflect on my own
experiences living in Houston, Beaumont, and Berkeley. Ask my sister to reflect on differences
between Houston, Beaumont, and Nashville.

• What is it like to be a multiethnic couple in Texas?
Sources: Interview my grandmother about my parents’ relationship and other multiethnic relation-
ships in Texas, Florida, Arkansas, and Cuba. Interview my mother about her experience dating
and marrying my mother, joining a Spanish-speaking family without having full command of the
language, and her family’s reactions to my father. Look at marriage records in Texas over time, and
see how trends of marriages between Latinx/@ and non Latinx/@ people has changed over time.
Gather anecdotes online (post on Reddit and Twitter). Reflect on my experiences being the child of
a multiethnic couple, my own sense of ethnic identity, and my own use of Spanish language.

• How was my father’s experience shaped by the Cuban Revolution?
Sources: Interview my father about how the Revolution or expectations of eventually going back to
Cuba manifested in the way his parents used language. Interview my uncle who was born 10 years
earlier and immigrated to México, not the US. Interview my grandmother about why she left Cuba,
how long she expected to be in the US, why she chose to come to the US, and how she thinks that
influenced decisions she made in my father’s childhood. What does she think is different, if anything,
about the way she raised her sons and the way her stepsons were raised? How has the Spanish she
speaks changed over time? How does my father’s Spanish differ from hers? Interview a family friend
about Cubans in Puerto Rico. Look at immigration data to the Continental US, México, Puerto Rico,
and other areas. Look at photos from early Cuban diasporas in Miami and in Texas for evidence of
intent to re-create or return to Cuba.
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Final Project Milestone 2: Interview Guide
Linguistics 155AC, Summer 2020

June 8, 2020

1 Description

Provide one or more interview guides for your final project interviews. You may wish to ask the same
questions of both of your consultants, or to write up different plans for different people. The length of
the guides depends on what you want to know and how long your consultant has to talk to you, but I
recommend between five and fifteen questions per guide.

The purpose of this milestone is to develop a plan for your interviews, and for you to get some feedback
on your interview questions.

This milestone is due June 16, and should be about 1 or 2 pages.

2 Learning objectives

1. Identify at least two consultants/interviewees and gain their consent to participate.

2. Specify the timing and medium of interviews (Zoom, Skype, phone, in person) and your plan for
recording or taking notes

3. Describe the goals of your interviews, relating your plan to your research question. (This can be
copied from your project proposal if applicable.)

4. Include at least five interview questions.

5. Demonstrate a plan to make this process comfortable for interviewees (e.g., language indicating
questions are voluntary, progression of questions to build trust).

3 Tips & resources

• Contribute to and draw from our class question bank:1 https://tinyurl.com/155qbank

• The interview guide is a draft, primarily to make sure you don’t forget something you definitely want
to ask. Remain open to unexpected directions!

• Think through the steps of everything that will happen in your interviews. What needs to happen
first? What kind of note will you end on?

• Guides on conducting interviews if you want to read more:2

– https://sociology.fas.harvard.edu/files/sociology/files/interviewstrategies.pdf

– https://globalhealth.duke.edu/news/five-tips-conducting-effective-qualitative-
interviews

– https://www.quirkos.com/blog/post/10-tips-semi-structured-qualitative-
interviewing

– https://methods-sagepub-com.libproxy.berkeley.edu/video/tips-for-conducting-a-
qualitative-interview

1We’ll work on this in section too!
2We’ll hit the high notes in section, but feel free to read ahead!

https://tinyurl.com/155qbank
https://sociology.fas.harvard.edu/files/sociology/files/interview_strategies.pdf
https://globalhealth.duke.edu/news/five-tips-conducting-effective-qualitative-interviews
https://globalhealth.duke.edu/news/five-tips-conducting-effective-qualitative-interviews
https://www.quirkos.com/blog/post/10-tips-semi-structured-qualitative-interviewing
https://www.quirkos.com/blog/post/10-tips-semi-structured-qualitative-interviewing
https://methods-sagepub-com.libproxy.berkeley.edu/video/tips-for-conducting-a-qualitative-interview
https://methods-sagepub-com.libproxy.berkeley.edu/video/tips-for-conducting-a-qualitative-interview


Final Project Milestone 3: Check-in
Linguistics 155AC, Summer 2020

June 16, 2020

1 Description

This milestone is a check-in about your final project. The exact form it takes will depend on where you
are in the project and what is most useful to you. You might include preliminary analysis of your sources,
an annotated bibliography, an outline, or a plan for your next steps. Whatever you turn in, be sure that
your submission demonstrates the objectives in Section 2!

There are two primary goals to this milestone:

i) To encourage you to make consistent progress and take stock of that progress before the final project
is due

ii) To get feedback from me about your project to help develop ideas and make sure you’re meeting the
goals of the project

I recommend finishing this milestone by June 26 for it to be most useful. I reserve the right to not accept
it after 11:59pm June 28. This is because I can’t promise that I will be able to get you feedback in time
for you to use it! The length of this milestone will depend on what you want to turn in, but it should be
at least 1 double-spaced page.

This does not need to be a ‘polished’ document, but the more work you put into these tasks, the more
you’ll be able to re-use in your project itself!

2 Learning objectives

1. Create bibliographic entries for at least four sources.

• Include three different types of sources:

– 2 original interviews with family members.
(You can cite these as: LastName, FirstName. Personal interview. Day Month Year.)

– 1 additional primary (“archival”) source

– 1 secondary source (e.g., from class readings)

• You can use any style guide you’d like.

• You can include more than these sources, but for your project to be complete, these four need
to be included.

2. Identify 2-4 “threads” common among your sources and provide some examples, quotes, or summaries
from your sources that exemplify these threads.

• Threads should emerge from class discussion and/or from your sources.

• These are commonalities among the different things you’re studying and will form the backbone
of your argument.

• These may take different forms, ranging from statements to keywords. A few examples: Mi-
gration; Language and identity; The Cuban American diaspora is not Cuba; Self-evaluation in
language use; Language loss; Model minorities; Heritage; Language loss is cultural loss; Preser-
vation of values; Multiculturalism; A desire for inclusivity



3. Sketch out your next steps for completing the final project.

• Try setting SMART1 goals or making a to-do list where you’ve broken down actions into “turtle
steps.”

• Which types of statements are more useful to you? (I know (a) would just stress me out!)

a. To do: Finish paper, revise paper, turn in paper

b. By July 1, I will have spent at least 30 minutes revising my introduction. By July 1, I will
have finalized at least 2 quotes from each interview to be included. I will also have spent
at least 1 hour re-reading my secondary sources and deciding on 2 ideas from that source
to include.

c. Listen to interviews again, paying close attention to migration. Transcribe all excerpts
talking about it. Choose 1 excerpt from each interviewee to be featured in paper. Write at
least three sentences of analysis for each excerpt. Write a paragraph tying excerpts together
and relating them to my research question.

4. Reflect on your experiences so far.

• What have you learned?

• What was difficult? What was fun? What was easy?

• How did the interviews go?

• How would you change the process if you had to start over again?

3 Recommended structure

1. Bibliography (at least four items)

2. Threads (1 paragraph for each)

3. Next steps (at least 2 goals)

4. Reflections (1 short paragraph)

1Remember, a SMART goal is Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound!
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Linguistics 155AC 
Summer 2020 
 

Request for considering final project as evidence of milestone 
objectives 

 
If you received a grade lower than an A on any objective in Milestone 1, 2, or 3, you 
may request that your grade be adjusted based on evidence of those objectives in 
your final project itself. To do this, please complete this form and attach a copy to 
the beginning of your final project submission. You may also choose to reproduce 
this table in a format you prefer (e.g., to typeset it), but please make sure that all 
four columns are included! 
 
Please delete the row or write N/A for any objectives you don’t want to submit for! 
 

Objective  Original 
score 

How have you incorporated 
feedback on your original 
submission? How does your final 
project show evidence of this 
objective?  

Updated 
score (for 
Emily’s 
use) 

Milestone 1: Project proposal 

1.  Identify a question 
that can be answered 
using your interviews 
and archival sources 

     

2. Explain how you will 
use sources to answer 
this question 

     

3. Explain how this 
question relates to the 
topic of or themes 
from the course 

     

Milestone 2: Interview guide 

1. Identify at least two 
consultants and gain 
their consent to 
participate 

     



 

 

2. Specify the medium 
and timing of the 
invterviews 

     

3. Describe the goals 
of the interview and 
how it relates to the 
research question 

     

4. Include at least five 
interview questions 

  (You can attach these as an 
appendix!) 

 

5. Demonstrate a plan 
to make interviewees 
comfortable 

     

Milestone 3: Check-in 

1. Create bibliographic 
entries for at least the 
4 required sources 

     

2. Identify 2-4 
“threads” common 
among your sources, 
and provide 
supporting evidence 
with analysis. 

     

3. Sketch out your 
next steps for 
completing the final 
project. 

     

4. Reflect on your 
personal experiences 
conducting this 
research 

     

Other comments: 
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