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Online Syntax Module 
 

Week 1 

 

Video 1.1: Introduction to Trees (10:06) 

reviews our beginning set of phrase structure rules (PSRs) and introduces tree-drawing 

conventions; at this point the rules don’t allow PP in NP  

 

➢ Quiz 1 

Use our phrase structure rules to draw a tree of the sentence below and upload it here. 

 

Hagrid caught a fish with a net. 

 

 

Video 1.2: Auxiliaries (4:15) 

models the addition of a lexical category to the set of PSRs 

 

➢ Quiz 2 

The sentence in bold below is grammatical, but our current set of phrase structure rules 

doesn't allow us to make a tree of it. 

 

Most cats walk quietly. 

 

Identify the problematic word, determine its lexical category, and figure out how one of 

our phrase structure rules should be modified to accommodate this grammatical sentence. 

 

Type the modified phrase structure rule into the box provided here.  

 

Then, use your modified phrase structure rule to draw a tree of the sentence below and 

upload it here. 

 

Most cats walk quietly 

 

 

Video 1.3: Complementizers (7:40)  

adds complementizers to the PSRs 

 

➢ Quiz 3 

Use our phrase structure rules to draw a tree of the sentence below and upload it here: 

 

Nobody expected that Hagrid would have an illegal dragon in his house. 

 

 

Video 1.4: Infinite Productivity (9:35) 

introduces the concept of recursion and links it to PSRs 
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Week 2 

 

Video 2.1: Coordination (8:20) 

introduces coordinate structures and related PSRs 

 

➢ Quiz 4 

Use our phrase structure rules to draw a tree of the sentence below and upload it here: 

 

Harry and Ron saw the hippogriff in the pumpkin patch and rescued it. 

 

 

Video 2.2: Ambiguity (9:04) 

introduces the concepts of structural ambiguity and links to PSRs 

 

➢ Quiz 5 

The following sentence is structurally ambiguous. 

 

Hagrid frightened the man with an umbrella. 

 

Provide two paraphrases of the sentence (or drawings that clarify each meaning), and the 

tree that corresponds to each interpretation. Make sure it's clear which 

paraphrase/drawing goes with which tree.  

 

 

Video 2.3: Crosslinguistic Variation in Syntax (5:58) 

introduces word order variation 

 

➢ Discussion Board: Language Journal  

students identify word order of a language they’ve been studying all semester 


