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Pedagogical context: Nature of Language
• Introductory linguistics class; cap of 120 students
• 2 lectures, 1 recitation / week; 50 min each
• Flagship course of the linguistics major
• Functions as general education requirement: majority are STEM majors
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Pedagogical challenge

1. Facilitate asynchronous student engagement and collaborative 
learning

2. Provide opportunities for students to engage with various linguistic 
issues having to do with JEDI
(JEDI = Justice, Equity, Diversity, Inclusion)
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Why a wiki?

Potential for collaborative learning: 
• “students working cooperatively to accomplish 

shared goals”
• development of community
• diversity of perspectives
• actively contribute to learning
• may be particularly relevant for online learning

• But note: the degree to which wikis actually
contribute to collaborative learning is unclear
• some students may do all the work, others may only 

contribute right before deadlines, etc.

Laal & Ghodsi, (2012)
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Judd et al. (2010)

Kumi-Yeboah, A. (2018).



Why a wiki?

Target JEDI issues in breadth & 
depth
• linguistics classes often integrate 

JEDI topics
• prescriptivism, vocal fry, accent

bias, grammaticality, audism, etc.
• BUT: lecture hours are limited!

• greater range of topics
• student-directed learning
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1. Typology of phonetic contrasts
2. Indigenous languages of the Americas
3. Phonological phenomena in spoken 

languages
4. Language of the Nacirema 
5. Morphosyntactic diversity
6. Linguistic discrimination in the wild
7. Endangered languages
8. Sign languages
9. Varia
10. + two ELI5 categories

• phonetics & phonology
• morphology & syntax

Bolded categories address JEDI 
issues and were deemed “essential”



Implementation: pmwiki
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https://cbjorndahl.github.io/CMUNoLWiki/
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Assessment

Contributions were graded as either pass/fail based on 5 criteria:
1. Is it correct?
2. Is it complete?
3. Is it relevant?
4. Is it yours?
5. Is it appropriate?

If the contribution failed any criteria, 
flagged by a TA with feedback; students 
had one week to fix their contribution.
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Levels of engagement

• Wiki worth up to 15% of grade

15% 12% 10%
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Indigenous languages of the AmericasSign language
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Elaborations
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Survey on language attitudes

• Survey done at beginning and end of course to gauge language 
attitudes
• Tackled JEDI in multiple ways, so not specific to Wiki
• Homework assignment & discussion of Leonard (2011):

“Challenging ‘Extinction’ through Modern Miami Language Practices”
• Two special discussion lectures:

• vocal fry, accent bias, white voice
• appropriation of BEV, dog whistles

• Final problem set included a reflection on JEDI issues, including an option to 
summarise wiki contributions
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Q: “Reviving dead languages is not a good use 
of time.”

“I think my perspective on endangered/dead languages has changed; often these kinds of 
languages die because of assimilation or factors outside of people's control. These languages may 
have cultural significance as well and may be important to some to preserve.” 14



Linking the wiki to the class

“The most interesting subject in this course for me was the idea of the asymmetrical views on 
language death held by indigenous peoples and non-indigenous people. The article we read 
partway through the course was particularly thought-provoking, and one of the wiki articles I wrote 
dealt with an American Indian language that was in the process of revitalization. I fell pretty deep 
down a rabbit hole when researching for that article and ended up on a lot of websites and 
watching a lot of YouTube videos from people who were trying to revitalize the language. While 
reading articles was informative, I thought it was really cool to see the specific strategies they were 
using to bring the language back into prominence in their community, which made the process a lot 
more real and understandable to me.”
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Reflection: How useful was X for JEDI?

Lectures Wiki
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Reflections on the wiki
• Overall awareness and maturity w.r.t. language and linguistics seemed 

higher than in previous semesters
• Then again, the students just seem to get better and better every year…
• Difficult to get a sense of all students in remote environment

• Many students commented that they loved the wiki
• Others found it complicated
• Needed more reminders

• Wanted the articles to be referred to in class more
• Collaborative component could be strengthened, perhaps by reducing

number of WikiPoints required and increasing the expectations for
collaborations
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Want more?

• For more details, see: https://cbjorndahl.github.io/CMUNoLWiki/
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Thank you!
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